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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING — REPORT ON STUDENT FIGHTS 

165. Mrs M.H. ROBERTS to the Minister for Education: 
Will the minister seek a written report if a child is seriously injured or killed? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 
What an extraordinary question—if a child is injured or killed. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: There’s nothing extraordinary about it. You said that you were going to have an 
investigation, and you haven’t even got a written report. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: These are isolated incidents. There is no evidence of any club. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: It is two weeks later and there is no written report. It is a sham! That is no kind of 
investigation at all. 

The SPEAKER: Order, member for Midland! 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: Of course, no-one would condone children fighting. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: It’s a whitewash! 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: Do not be ridiculous! This is an absolute beat-up from the member. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: We know where the beat-up is occurring—in the vicinity of John Forrest Senior High 
School. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: The information that I have received is that there are no fight clubs as such. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: You said that you were going to get a blow-by-blow report. Remember that? 

The SPEAKER: The member for Midland has asked a question and a supplementary question. I would like to 
hear the answer. Maybe the answer the member is hearing is not the answer she wants to hear, but I think she 
should listen to what the minister has to say. If there are further issues that the member would like to raise at a 
later date, I am sure that she is more than capable of doing so. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: The assumption in the question is quite incorrect. There is no evidence to show that there 
are fight clubs in schools or that schoolchildren are involved in fight clubs outside schools. I have not received 
any information to suggest that that has been the case. There have been a number of isolated incidents over a 
long period of children fighting. As we know, footage of that has been shown in the media. There is no evidence 
to show that this is organised in the way that the member for Midland is suggesting. I do not condone fighting. 
This is an issue that is of concern to both schools and the general community, and I will continue to monitor the 
situation. 
 


